[image: image2.jpg])\ 4

CAMANACHD
ASSOCIATION

COMANN NA CAMANACHD

THE GOVERNING
BODY FOR SHINTY





Minutes of the 
2025 Camanachd Association

Annual General Meeting 
7.30pm, Friday 28th November
Hybrid – In-Person & Online 
1. Opening Address and Welcome

President Burton Morrison welcomed everyone to the 2025 AGM and thanked all for attending in person and online. The President advised the need to record the meeting for purposes of minute taking. There were no objections to this. 

He introduced the Board including their roles. 
a. Roll call and appointment of Tellers 
The President announced appointment of Tellers of CA staff: 
Roddy Young & Alaina MacLennan (In-House Tellers). 

b. Noted Attendances & Absences.

The President noted apologies received from Board Directors; Andy Watt, Kevin Thain and Graeme MacDiarmid and Vice Chief Richard Gall.

Ruari Davidson noted that Special Resolutions needed 75% approval. Following legal advice, it is 75% of votes cast not 75 % of voting strength. 
Astie Cameron completed the Roll Call.

Voting Strength: 46 (17 in person, 29 Proxy)

c. Bereavements

The following were noted: 

Alasdair Lawrie, Oban Celtic, Strathclyde Police

Arthur Ferguson, Lovat, Inverness

Billy MacMillan, Kilmallie

Bobby Middleton, Bute, Kyles

Calum MacAskill, Lochcarron, Lovat

David Duncan, Fort William, Inverness

Fergus Ward, Fort William

George Campbell, Inverness, Aberdeen Uni

Hamish Keir, Caberfeidh

Ian ‘Tosh’ MacKintosh, Kilmallie

James ‘Scottie’ MacLean, Caberfeidh

Jimmy Snodgrass, Caberfeidh

Sandy Ross, CaberfeidhJoe Taylor, Kingussie

Jordan MacPhee, Fort William

Lewis Knox, Fort William

Paul MacKintosh, Newtonmore

Peter Gow, Inverness, Caberfeidh, Lochaber, WCA

Peter Wood, Ballachulish, Fort William

Robert ‘RJ’ MacLauchlan, Inveraray, Furnace, Oban Lorne, Strachur

Rory MacDonald, Lochaber

Sharif Sulaiman, Fort William

Willie MacKenzie, Skye

The President acknowledged the passing of many shinty Stalwarts since the 2025 Annual General Meeting that all contributed to shinty over the years. He also added Donald Stewart, ex Director and president of the Camanachd Referees Association who had died earlier in the day. 

2. 2024 Minutes

The Minutes of the 2024 Annual General Meeting were circulated in advance to the clubs and associations and the President asked for any amendments. There were no amendments, therefore the President asked for the minutes to be adopted. 

Proposed: Davie Hamilton (Oban Celtic)

Seconded: Ian MacLean (Caberfeidh)

3. 2025 Annual Report 

Ruari Davidson, Chief Executive Officer gave a comprehensive report on the season and mentioned subjects such as:-  Increased Growth in the membership by 8.8% (9.8% in the women’s game), increased opportunities for Youth Players, and the return of the Shinty Hurling International to Scotland.

He also advised that 250 coaches had received training and he commended all the volunteers on their huge volume of work. He then went on to explain how successful the digital outputs have been including 67 matches filmed.

Ruari also described the approach to “Wellbeing” and he then explained the topics at the recent Club Engagement Meetings.

He praised the new shinty exhibition at the Bught and the work taking place on Mossfield. He finished his report by thanking the sponsors and all stakeholders.

4. Special Resolutions 

President Burton Morrison explained that only Byelaw 1 is voted on as a Special Resolution and proposals need 75% to be carried.

Proposal 1: Byelaw 1.4.4  Proposal from the Camanachd Association. All players must wear a compliant helmet in training and games from 2027. 

	
	In Favour
	Against

	In-House
	13
	4

	Proxy
	23
	6

	Total
	36
	10


Proposal is carried.
Proposal 2: Byelaw 1.2.2 Proposal from  Lochaber Camanachd to increase the number of substitutes to 4 in Division 2.
	
	In Favour
	Against

	In-House
	6
	7

	Proxy
	13
	10

	Total
	19
	17


Proposal is not carried.

Proposal 3: Byelaw 1.2.2 Proposal from  Oban Camanachd to increase the number of substitutes to 4 in Division 1 & Division 2.

	
	In Favour
	Against

	In-House
	6
	7

	Proxy
	10
	12

	Total
	18
	19


Proposal is not carried.

Proposal 4: Byelaw 1.2.2 Proposal from  Caberfeidh to increase the number of substitutes to 5.

	
	In Favour
	Against

	In-House
	12
	4

	Proxy
	8
	14

	Total
	20
	18


Proposal is not carried.

5. Byelaws Report

Astie Cameron gave a comprehensive Byelaw Report. 

The Byelaws were agreed by the Board of Directors and theses changes were confirmed to all clubs prior to the commencement of the 2025 season. 

1. Byelaw 3.10.1 a) The Camanachd Association Challenge Trophy
It was agreed that the Competition shall be conducted on the basis of an open draw throughout.  

2. Byelaw 3.10.1 b) The Balliemore Cup
It was agreed that the Competition shall be conducted on the basis of an open draw throughout.  

3. Byelaw 3.10.1 e) The Chieftain’s Cup 

The Board agreed to change the name of the Single Team Cup to the Chieftain’s Cup.

4. Byelaw 3.8.1 & Byelaw 3.10.1.c

Consequential changes were made to the above Byelaws following Item 3 above.

5. Byelaw 4.2.2 

Shin Guards must be worn in all training, games and competitions in Youth Shinty.

6. Byelaw 6.3 The Rights of the Young Shinty Player

Following legislative recommendation, the Board agreed to adopt the undernoted statement.


The Camanachd Association values the rights of a child and recognises the general principles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) and the principles of “Getting it Right for Every Child” (GIRFEC).

6. Annual Accounts
Alister MacKinnon, Finance  Director gave the Finance Report for the Annual Accounts up to 31st December 2024.

The income for 2024 was £714,974 which was an increase on 2023. Alister mentioned how successful the sponsorship is at this point in time.

He was asked about why the expenditure was up from 2023, he advised this was due to “Development Costs”. 

7. Annual Subscriptions

Proposal was for no change from last year. There were 15 in favour in the room and 3 against in the room. There were 26 in favour by Proxy and none against by Proxy. So total in favour was 41 so it was carried.

	
	In Favour
	Against

	In-House
	15
	3

	Proxy
	26
	0

	Total
	41
	3


8. Election of Independent Financial Examiner

The president explained that there is a procurement procedure in place where the accountants have to be agreed on every three years. Following the process and, after due consideration, the Finance Committee and Board are pleased to recommend Members approve the appointment of Ritsons Chartered Accountants for a three-year period (2025-2027).

	
	In Favour
	Against

	In-House
	16
	0

	Proxy
	26
	0

	Total
	42
	0


9. Election of Directors

There were two appointments. John MacRitchie and Barry Martin.

John received 16 votes in the room in favour and 23 proxy votes in favour. There were no votes against.

Barry received 15 votes in the room and 19 proxy votes. There were no votes against.

Both now will serve a term of three years.

10. Members of Honour and Honorary Patrons

There were three Members of Honour appointed  -  
· Robert McIntyre,
· Dondi Robertson
· John Henderson.

There were two Honorary Patrons appointed
· Tom Smith
· Duncan Henderson

President Burton Morrison thanked Roddy McCuish for his contribution on completion of six years  as a Director. Roddy replied with some very complimentary comments about the sport of shinty and how much he had enjoyed his time on the C.A. Board.

11. Date of next AGM

27th November 2026
The President closed the meeting and thanked everyone for their time.
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