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As another shinty season draws to a close and before the next one comes along, it is important that all of us
involved in the game, in whatever capacity, take time to reflect on the many events that have taken place in 2026.

Once again, a huge number of games, competitions and
festivals have been played across the whole country at
all levels of the game. | am certain that there are now
more opportunities for young people to participate in
shinty events than ever before and much of the credit
for that goes to the many club volunteers and our own
development officers.

At the most senior level, Kingussie once again proved to
be the top team taking all the honours with the
exception of the MKM Oban Macaulay Cup where Oban
Camanachd turned on an excellent performance in the
final to win in extra time. The Mowi Premiership was
every bit as tight as last year with Kingussie again taking
the title on the last day of the season. Credit must go to
Newtonmore who had an equally impressive league
campaign losing out on goal difference. The two
Badenoch rivals met in the Tulloch Homes Camanachd
Cup Final in Oban where Kingussie came from behind to
clinch victory after extra time.

Other highlights of the year at senior level were
Glenurquhart’'s unbeaten Mowi National Division
campaign and Lochside Rovers’ treble success in the
HIS Sutherland Cup, Bullough Cup and Mowi South
Division 1. Special mention should also go to Lewis
Camanachd who won through to a major final for the
first time. They brought a large enthusiastic support to
the Chieftain’s Cup final in inverness before losing
narrowly to Glengarry in an exciting contest.

The highlight of the women’s game was undoubtedly the
celebration of 25 years of the WCA at the Finals Day in
Newtonmore in September. Supporters and neutrals alike
enjoyed a thrilling display of shinty in both senior finals.
Dunadd took the honours in the WCA Mowi Challenge Cup
narrowly defeating Aberdour after extra time. Similarly, it
took the extra twenty minutes to separate Badenoch and
Kinlochshiel in the WCA Mowi Valerie Fraser Camanachd
Cup final, with Badenoch securing the trophy by 5 goals to 3.
Congratulations are due to the WCA for hosting an excellent
day of shinty to celebrate the 25-year milestone.

The Shinty-Hurling/Shinty-Camogie Internationals in Cork in
late October were another major highlight in the 2026
season. Playing in the impressive Pairc Ui Chaoimh stadium
was an unforgettable experience for all our players. Despite
enduring difficult wind conditions and against a top-class
camogie side, the shinty girls put up a valiant determined
display and competed well throughout the game. The men’s
match was yet another close encounter between the two
codes. Playing against a strong wind in the second half the
Scottish team saw their early lead being slowly eroded
before putting in a tremendous effort in the closing stages of
the match to come away with a well-deserved victory. Credit
should go to both Scottish teams and their coaches for
representing the country so proudly. Special mention is also
awarded to the Gaelic Athletic Association and the Camogie
Association for the outstanding hospitality they showed to
the Scottish travelling party throughout the weekend.
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Organising these internationals is a huge task for our staff in
addition to all the other events which take place throughout the

year. There is scarcely a week between March and October where
staff are not involved in organising and running local, regional and

national competitions, including disability festivals and shinty
world cup competitions. Then there are all the major cup finals

which run almost every weekend from June through to September.

Whilst paying credit to our staff, these events would not happen
without the generous support of all our sponsors and the huge
band of club volunteers who are the life blood of our sport.

Regarding our staff team, this year saw some changes. Alaina
MacLennan, Development Officer, Jaime Robayna Gortazar,
Digital Officer and lan Hunter, Exhibition Officer all moved onto
pastures new with the best wishes of the Association. They
have been replaced by Euan Hardie, Yeliz Altin and Donald
MacDonald respectively and we are delighted to welcome them
all to the team.

| was extremely disappointed when Ruari Davidson, our CEOQ,
informed me in July that he was moving on to a senior role in
Sportscotland. Ruari made an immediate impact on the work of
the Association when he joined in October 2024 and became
highly respected by staff, Board and clubs alike. His overall
capability, professionalism and approachability enabled him to
make a significant contribution to the game in the time he was
in post. Procedures to replace him in the role of CEO are at an
advanced stage and we anticipate having someone in place by
the New Year.
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The composition of the Board of Directors has
remained consistent this year apart from the
very welcome addition of Andy Watt in January
2025. Andy has taken up the portfolio of
Governance and Strategy where he will bring
his valued experience with the Scottish Fire and
Rescue Service to bear. As | prepare to step
down from my role as President of the
Association at the end of November, | would like
to express my gratitude to all Directors, past
and present, Chieftain and Vice-Chieftain who
have supported me throughout my term of
office. | really appreciate the advice they have
given me and the time they give to the role, all
as volunteers.

| would like to thank all our staff for their
outstanding loyalty and commitment to the
Association, and also all the players, coaches,
officials, club members and volunteers who |
have met over the last three years. It has been a
privilege to work with you and to share the
desire to see the game thrive.

Finally, I would like to wish my successor, Willie
MacDonald, all the very best as he takes up the
role. With a lifetime of shinty experience behind
him, | have no doubt he will serve the
Association well in the role of President
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Residential Camps

The Association and partners
continue to offer unique experiences
in sport with the ever popular
residential camps providing first
class coaching for youngsters, held
at Glenalmond College in Perth. The
WCA Girls Camp has seen a
increase in participation this year.

Youth Membership

The Association is proud to report an
increase in youth membership from
2025-2026, a positive reflection on
the efforts from both staff and
volunteers across shinty. Youth male
membership stands at and
Youth Female participation is

Day Camps

Multiple development camps have been held across
the country for primary children and under 14s. This
equips young people with the core skills to enhance
development with children in total participating.

Easter Primary Camp

Easter Primary Camp

Summer Camp

Summer Camp

Easter Girls Camp

Easter Camp

Summer Camp

Easter Camp

Easter Camp

U17 Scotland Squad

The 2026 U17 Rl Cruden Scotland tour saw

Players from 12 clubs successfully secured two wins
in Dublin at Parnell Park and Meath at Abbotstown
National Games Development Centre respectively.
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The Camanachd Association in partnership with Scottish Golf received funding from
Sportscotland to run free Summer and Easter Camps across the country. Due to the success
of summer delivery, the team worked with clubs, local partners and Shinty colleagues to
deliver further Shinty/Golf holiday provision in October. All participants received a goodie-
bag, a free lunch and transport between the Shinty and Golf venues. 11 camps took place
with children attending.

Summer of Sport
Summer of Sport
Summer of Sport (October)
Summer of Sport
Summer of Sport (October)

Summer of Sport

Summer of Sport (2 days)
Summer of Sport (2 days)

Summer of Sport (October)
Summer of Sport (October)

Summer of Sport (October)
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CPD

CPD

The Camanachd Association trained up 0

teachers in 2026. Our Partnership cPD
with UHI is key to this with primary and cPD
secondary teaching students delivering
the sport in schools. In addition,

CPD

School based CPD sessions were also ambassadors come from 18 schools. 14 girls
provided, upskilling teachers/teacher and boys from schools offering shinty on the
specialists in their delivery of shinty. curriculum. All ambassadors are Referee trained

and also completed their Young Leader Awards
In 2026 we ran a total of 12 courses with with Sports Scotland. Young ambassadors host a

109 new coaches being trained and a variety of events in and out of schools. Lunchtime
males and females. clubs, after school clubs and even Events such as
the Lochaber High school shinty festival and The
Location Participants Female
- m - National girls cup hosted in Glasgow, both with
Levell around young people taking partin.
A Uddingston Grammar

Milburn Academy
Grantown Grammar
Foundation Bishopbriggs Grammar
Inverness Royal Academy
A Plockton High School
Dingwall High School
Ardnamurchan High School

Foundation

Foundation

Level 1 Lochaber High School
Dunoon Grammar
Levellt Glenurquhart High School
) Kilchuimen Academy
Foundation .
Rothesay Joint Campus S
Foundation Kingussie High School
Portree High School
Foundation Glasgow Gaelic School

Oban High School

Foundation
Charleston Academy
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The following workshops were organised
to help upskill volunteers in the shinty
community:

» 1st Aid Courses

o Creative Coaching /Leadership in Sport
o Recruiting Volunteers in Sport

o JustGo/ Membership

* North/South Youth Forums

o Improve your Clubs Social Media

« Child Protection

» Nutrition

» Videoing Matches and Content Creation
o Tactics in Shinty

Mowi Young Persons Development Fund
The following 10 clubs each received

from the Mowi Youth Fund to support their
respective youth development project.

e Lochaber

e Oban Camanachd
 Stirling

o Strathspey

» Kincraig

» Uddingston

» Glasgow Mid Argyll
* Lewis

o Bute

e Harris

Club Chaplains

The shinty Club Chaplaincy programme
continues to play an important role in
supporting clubs. The Chaplains attended a
two day mental health facilitator training
course in Lochaber run by SAMH.
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Ahead of the Game Programme

In partnership with SAMH and delivered by club
Chaplains across the country the Ahead of the
Game programme educates and teaches young
people, parents, coaches and volunteers how to
recognise mental health challenges facing young
players, what to do, and where to go for help. We
continue to work with the Scottish Counselling
Services, Mikeysline and SAMH to raise
awareness of Mental Health and Wellbeing and
provide support to clubs.

Referee courses were delivered in 2026, with
people attending

- Partidpants m m

We have a total of Referees, with available
on a regular basis and 18 refereeing at least 15
games this season.

Positive work continues with regards

throughout the Mossfield Development
Group and regular meetings with partners and
stakeholders. Peterson Park, Glasgow is another
key priority with plans and discussions on
improving the facilities progressing.

k SCOTLAND’S COMMUNITY SPORT
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There are 16 Schools in the programme:

Grantown Grammar
Uddingston Grammar
Bishopbriggs Grammar
Plockton High School
Ardnamurchan High School
Lochaber High School
Dunoon Grammar
Glenurquhart High School
Kilchuimen Academy
Kingussie High School
Portree High School
Greenfaulds Academy
Glasgow Gaelic School
Oban High School
Charleston Academy
Rothesay Joint Campus
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HARRIS ANGUS

Weekly Training sessions taking place with 15-20 Primary First Shinty Sessions,
young people attending in Harris delivered in (3 schools) and

being led and support by Angus
Coaches all PVG checked and coach qualified Active Schools.

Hosted first ‘Camp’ with MOWI funding with Angus have hosted their own

players from Lewis and Skye in attendance development camps throughout
the easter, summer and October

2026 will be spent cementing sessions, designing holidays.

a club logo and looking to create a committee so

can be stand alone.

PERTH

Primary First shinty sessions (4
schools) and being led & support
by Active Schools.

For development and to increase
participation Perth & Angus have
come together to run shinty
festivals, seeing 50 children
participating in the joint
approach.

UIST

Intensive Taster sessions

delivered in Jan 2026 to all STIRLING

P4-7 pupils . - : i
Completed their second senior men's season in South Division 2.

3 Coaches Competed o o . . .
Coaching Course Continuing building a massive membership base, with 127 current

members at the club.

3 staff members completed i )
Teacher CPD New maintence machines and goals have been added at the club.

Main coach then moved off Their new women's team competed in WCA competitions in 2026

island. ASC's trying to keep . . - .
the sessions going. Organised and held their second Stirling 6 aside tournament.

..) ACROSS
@ THE COUNTRY

Club Development is expanding across the country
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We are proud to present an 8.5% rise in membership in the years since returning from COVID, thanks must go to the
hard work of committed club volunteers for engaging their communities after the restart and enabling our sport to get
back on its feet. Highlights of our growth are across the women’s game but also in the youth male numbers.
Progressing our cohort of youths into senior shinty is the main challenge for the Association, and indeed for our
member clubs, as we seek to strengthen our core and develop the sport in new areas.

Year 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022 2021
Adult Male 1138 1222 1293 1126 1440 1341
Youth Male 1374 1371 1097 1413 1202 1056

Adult Female 438 405 37 422 362 351
Youth Female 429 452 409 379 390 367

Totals 3379 3449




The league set up commenced with 10 teams in the Mowi Premiership, 8 teams
in the Mowi National Division, 10 teams in Mowi North Div 1 and 10 teams in
Mowi North Div 2. Mowi South Div 1 had 7 teams, with 7 in Mowi South Div 2.
Unfortunately, Oban Celtic withdrew from the Mowi National Division and Kyles
Athletic withdrew from Mowi South Div 2 during the Season. In total there have
been 616 senior fixtures scheduled in 2026, compared to 594 in 2025. You can
delve deeper using the table below:

Fixtures

616 594 609 621 669 610
Scheduled

496 510 507 514 521 514

14 18 15 14 6 11
Unplayable

78 31 64 43 29 63

Field

Reversed/
Transferred

k SCOTLAND’S COMMUNITY SPORT




COMPETITIONS

Youth competitions continue to be carried out, with competitions held across
the country totalling 3081 youngsters participating, 355 more than last year.

A Small Schools primary competition was added to the player pathway in 2025
to provide playing opportunities for small and rural schools nationally.

MacKay Cup

CA Cup

Shinty World Cup (N)

Shinty World Cup (S)

Tulloch Cup

UHI Cup

First Shinty Finals

Small Schools Shinty

Macaulay Sixes

MacBean Cup
Donella Crawford
MacPherson Cup

MacMaster Cup
MacTavish Juvenile
MacQuisten Cup
WJ Cameron

London Shield

Youngsters

Schools/Clubs

Winner

Rockfield

Oban

BSGP P6/7
Newtonmore P5 & Under
Development: Alvie

St Columbus 4/5
Park Primary 6/7

BSGP

Skye Shinty Academy P6/7
Development: Lundavra

Rockfield/BSGP P5 & Under

Alvie Primary

Rockfield P1-3
Park 4/5
Rockfield 6/7

Charleston Academy

Inverness Royal Academy

Charleston Academy

Kingussie

Newtonmore

Oban Camanachd

Newtonmore

Newtonmore

AdVINIHd
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Kingussie won the 2026 Tulloch Homes Camanachd Cup when they defeated
Newtonmore by two goals to one in a memorable final played at Mossfield Park, Oban.
The match was broadcast live on BBC ALBA and Radio Nan Gaidheal. Kingussie Captain
Ruaridh Anderson, who scored both goals for the winners deservedly won the Albert
Smith Medal for Man of the Match.

Oban Camanachd defeated Kingussie to win the MKM Oban Macaulay Cup Final
defeating Kingussie by two goals to one; the final was broadcast live on BBC ALBA and
Radio Nan Gaidheal.

In the W M Donald MacTavish Cup Final, played at Bught Park, Kingussie were again
victorious beating Newtonmore by two goals to nil in a match which was broadcast live
on BBC ALBA. The Glasgow Celtic Society Cup Final was also broadcast live on BBC
ALBA and was won by Oban Camanachd who defeated Glasgow Mid Argyll eight goals
to one at Peterson Park, Yoker.

The Ferguson Transport & Shipping Balliemore Cup Final was held at Spean Bridge where
Kilmallie overcame Lovat by four goals to three.

The Highland Industrial Supplies Sutherland Cup Final was won by Lochside Rovers who
defeated Kinlochshiel after extra time by five goals to four. This match was again an
excellent advert for Junior Shinty and was broadcast live on YouTube.

The Chieftain’s Cup Final held at Bught Park with Glengarry overcoming Lewis, appearing
in their 1st Cup Final, with the only goal of the game in the final minute to win the cup for
the third time.

Lochside Rovers defeated Kilmory by two goals to nil to win the Bullough Cup Final at
Taynuilt. A toss of the coin decided the venue for the Strathdearn cup Final where the
home side, Kingussie overcame Newtonmore by three goals to nil in front of the largest
crowd at a Strathdearn Cup Final for many years.

The Caol Cup, the annual Under 21 North v South match was played at Castle Leod,
Strathpeffer, where the North retained the trophy with a five goals to nil victory

Two new trophies were introduced in 2026 Badenoch became the inaugural winners of
the WCA Premier Cup defeating Kinlochshiel by six goals to nil with Dunadd being the first
name on the WCA Single Team Cup with a five goals to three victory over Glenurquhart.

The Women'’s Cup Finals Day again

took place at The Eilan, Newtonmore.

Badenoch won the Mowi Valerie

Fraser Camanachd Cup beating

Kinlochshiel by five goals to three. In

an exciting Mowi Challenge Cup Final

Dunadd were victorious beating

Aberdour by the odd goal in a A
thirteen-goal thriller. The Finals Day | ] _ {22
was once again an excellent occasion, N v y e .,
with a large crowd and some exciting omen’s Gamanachd Association T
shinty being played. The Mowi Valerie . Sponsored by MQWI

Fraser Camanachd Cup was also : Yy

broadcast live on BBC ALBA. TGS ©
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On 24th October the Mowi Shinty Hurling International took place at the impressive
Pairc Ui Chaoimh Stadium in Cork. A goal in injury time from Innes Blackhall followed
by a point with the last hit of the ball from Zander Michie gave Scotland victory over
the Irish Hurlers, the final score being Ireland 2 goals and 17 points (23) to Scotland'’s
4 goals and 12 points (24). This match was preceded by the Mowi Shinty Camogie
International, the hosts won by 9 goals and 11 points (38) to 1 goal and 3 points (6).
Both matches were streamed live on YouTube.

i }
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Participation in the senior leagues remained at 52 teams in 2026, unfortunately both
Oban Celtic in the Mowi National Division and Kyles Athletic in Mowi South Div 1
withdrew during the season, due to player availability.

The outcome of the Mowi Premiership was decided on the final match of the season
where victory for Kingussie over Kinlochshiel ensured that Kingussie retained the Mowi
Premiership title. Both Kyles Athletic and Col Glen, having finished in the bottom two
positions of the Mowi Premiership, are relegated and both will play in the Mowi National
Division in 2027.

Glenurquhart were undefeated in Newtonmore won Mowi North Div 1 but as a
winning the Mowi National Division, reserve side are not eligible for promotion.

they will be joined in the Mowi Similarly, Lochside Rovers, who are also a
Premiership next season with Lovat reserve side, won Mowi South Div 1 so there will
who were runners up. There will be no be no promotion to the Mowi National Division
relegation from the Mowi National for next Season. This victory capped a

Division as Oban Celtic withdrew at memorable season for Lochside winning all three
the beginning of August. competitions which they entered.

Lochaber won Mowi North Div 2 and they will play in Mowi North Div 1in 2027,
Caberfeidh finished bottom of Mowi North Div 1 and will play in Mowi North Div 2 next
season. Strachur-Dunoon, who became Col Glen’s second team before the Season
started, won Mowi South Div 2 and will be promoted to Mowi South Div 1. There will be
no relegation from Mowi South Div 1 as Kyles Athletic withdrew during the Season.

X_ SCOTLAND’S COMMUNITY SPORT
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In 2026 we celebrated 25 years of the Women’s Camanachd Association.This was
marked by a very special Mowi WCA Cup Finals day at Newtonmore in September.
It's not possible to effectively summarize the impact of the work the WCA have
undertaken over the past 25 years but the women’s game is undoubtedly an integral
part of shinty and the Association will continue to work with the WCA and clubs to
ensure it continues to flourish.

Scheduled Walkover Point Share

WCA Premier League 42

WCA National Div 42

WCA North Div 30

WCA South Div 30

WCA VF Cup 6

WCA Challenge Cup 16

WCA Premier Cup 5 5

WCA Single Team Cup 8 7 1

Total 179 (+11%) 165 (+7%) 11 (+37%) 3 (Up from 0)

WOF €Ly
& X 4,
The friendships I've formed through shinty are
some of the best, and being surrounded by an
incredible group of girls in the team is z o
constant motivation to be the best version of
myself on and off the pitch.

v\‘ M'EMQ OoF TQ
000 & @6 &
Being part of a team creates a huge support ° () ¢ v é\
network and of my closest friends are through h m h, (¢
shinty. There’s obviously the physical side of it P b

that keeps you fit but it’s also influenced how I've
developed confidence, resilience and leadership.
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The Association’s media output and content offerings have been revolutionised over the last
year through the employment of a Digital Officer, a position that has been extended through
to 2027 due to the sustained growth across all platforms. The aim is to further engage
current Shinty fans, as well as to help grow the game and promote it to the next generation,
following a philosophy of “If you see it, you want to be it”, thus setting the building blocks for
youth participation. Combined following counts sit at 29,398.

Facebook
7287 (+133.18%)

> 31003670 Qf 211457 © ¥

. 12,400 @Z_i] 4320

Instagram has been a new focus in the past
year, aiming to engage a younger
demographic through the creation of highly
engaging visual content. Leading up to and
during the Mowi Shinty/Hurling
internationals collaboration with the GAA
and Camogie once again resulted in big hits
on the platform, amassing well over 1.3M
views and 30,000 likes across the Mowi
International period.

€ 290069 25,800 hours
‘ 12,000 @!@ 162

3314 (+26.77%)

The previously dormant
TikTok account has proved
successful in further

engaging a young audience
through condensed short
form video clips.

The Association’s partnership with the BBC has continued, with 7 matches live on BBC Alba
and Radio Nan Gaidheal. The BBC continue to promote Shinty via their gaelic medium
channels through conducting interviews and posting match highlights.



THE TEAM

Board of Directors e . .
President: Burton Morrison Competitions: Kevin Thain

Vice President/Coaching & Volunteering: Willie Finance: Alister MacKinnon
MacDonald Club Development and Facilities (South Argyll):

Strategy: Andy Watt Barry Martin . .
Officials: John MacRitchie Equality, Youth & Child Protection: Graeme

MacDiarmid

Non-voting Observers at Board

John MacKenzie — Chieftain, Richard Gall — Vice Chieftain, Karen Williamson - Women’s Camanachd
Association President, Lorna Callan — sportscotland

Astie Cameron Ronald Ross Aarron Duncan-
MacLeod

Will Cowie

Hui Ouyang Donald
(Vega) MacDonald




sport
scotland
LOTTERY FUNDED

WITH
THANKS TO

Neil Paterson who took the bulk
of the photographs for the
Association in 2026 but thanks
must also go to Paul Paterson,
Kevin McGlynn, Stephen Lawson,
lain Cochrane, Andrew Sinclair,
Graham Bell, Jaime Robayna
Gortazar, Katie Drain, Donald
Cameron, lain Ferguson, Reece
Paton, John MacMillan, lain
Ferguson, Fiona Young & the
many others who also provided
pictures.

Shinty doens’t happen without
volunteers, so our ultimate thanks
goes to the coaches, officials,
administrators, committee
members and helpers.

Thank you.

Camanachd Association

______ - Bught Park Pavilion
Bught Road, Inverness
IV3 5SP

MQWI
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Built for speed
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