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SHINTY MEMORIES SCOTLAND
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Management team held meetings in Fort William throughout the year.
Our objective of assisting Groups across the Region continues and we are pleased to advise that two NEW groups have been added to those which are already up and running, namely Inveraray and Wester Ross. Wester Ross is still in its infancy but will hopefully get established through time.
Congratulations to BSMG for obtaining charitable status this year and becoming a SCIO.
It was the decision of the Management Team not to progress the application to become a SCIO. This was considered to be unnecessary at this point on time there being amply funds available to meet current demands.
Some financial assistance as given to Groups which made application considered worthy of support (Refer to the Financial Report for details).
It has been necessary to change the Constitution of SMS as it was originally prepared on the basis that SMS would become a Charity. Our thanks to David Thomson and Keith Loades for making the necessary changes.
A successful Golf Day at Newtonmore Golf Club boosted our cash reserves by circa £5000. Our grateful thanks to the Golf Club and to all who helped make it a successful day especially our sponso,r for the fourth successive year, .Birchwood Financial Services.
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is with regret that we must inform that one of our founding Members and our Ambassador, John MacKenzie, has decided to take a well-earned rest. He will be greatly missed.
During the last 9 years John has been the inspiration behind Shinty Memories. We are sad to lose him from the Team but do appreciate everything he has done to impact on the work of the Groups which in turn impacts on the wellbeing of individuals across our shinty playing communities. Well done, John.
During the year the Shinty Memories Board and the President and CEO of the Camanachd Association have held meetings to explore how both organisations can work together for the betterment of all.
Our thanks to Burton and Ruari for their eagerness and willingness to take this forward.
It is perhaps even more important now that the Heritage Committee is in place and the Exhibition Centre is up and running.
Through cooperation we have had Donald MacKay’s excellent photographs digitised and some of you may have attended the talk given by HDM at the new facility at the Bught.
We are looking at ways to make archive material more accessible to Groups for their own use.
We are also pleased to announce that John MacRitchie, a current CA Board Member, will take an active role in managing the work and interactions between SMS and CA.
We look forward to working with John.
We note and greatly appreciate the works going on in our Groups across the Country. Please keep up the good work and if we, on the Management Team can help in any way please do make contact.
Lastly, can we appeal for more help on the Management Team. We are still without a Secretary and whilst we are delighted that Charles Young and Iain Brown are joining there is still scope for others. If you are interested please put your names forward. Thanking you in anticipation.
Veterans Match – Bught Park – to be hosted by CA in conjunction with SMS.
David MacMaster
P.S. The Golf day will be held again at Newtonmore Golf Club on Sunday 30th August 2026.
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