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WELCOME TO THE 2025
SCOTTISH SEA FARMS GLASGOW CELTIC SOCIETY
CHALLENGE CUP FINAL

Presidents Welcome
Failte chridheil dhuibh uile.

It is my pleasure on behalf of the Directors of the Glasgow Celtic Society to welcome you all
To Peterson Park for the 120th final of the Glasgow Celtic Society Cup, shinty’s oldest
competition.

Peterson Park is the last full size shinty pitch remaining in Glasgow and has successfully hosted
the past three finals receiving excellent reviews.

The Glasgow Celtic Society remains committed to ensuring that shinty will continue to be
developed and played in Glasgow at all levels.

Scottish Sea Farms for the seventh consecutive year are sponsoring our competition, and their
continued support and involvement is greatly appreciated.

The Society is once again indebted to Peterson Park Playing fields CIC for the use of the
park and Glasgow Mid Argyll for their assistance in preparing the pitch and venue for todays
televised final.

Kyles Athletic 35 times winners and Oban Camanachd 22 times winners and present holders
will again contest the final, as both clubs are on a good run of form, we should have a closely
contested and skilful match today.

The ‘Donnie MacNiven’ memorial medal will be presented to the ‘man of the match’ and the
‘Jack Asher’ memorial whistle to Des McNulty who is refereeing this final for the first time.
Neither Donnie or Jack needs any introduction to followers of shinty and the Society is pleased
to recognise their participation in and contribution to our sport over many years.

We are pleased to once again stage The MacQuisten Juvenile Cup Final, South Shinty’s prime
cup competition at Under 17 level between Glasgow Mid Argyll the present holders and Oban
Camanachd. Throw up for this match is 12.30pm.

We thank you for turning out to support our great game, and may the best teams win today’s

finals.

Donald Fletcher
President of the Glasgow Celtic Society
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Welcome from our Hosts

Peterson Park Playing Fields Trust SCIO in association with Glasgow Life is very pleased
to be providing the venue for the 2025 Glasgow Celtic Society Challenge Cup Final. It is
fantastic to see the final of the oldest senior shinty competition continue to be played in its
home city and for the Glasgow Celtic Society committing to staging the final once more at
Peterson Park, Yoker.

To meet the challenge of securing in particular Glasgow’s last remaining regulation dedicated
shinty field our SCIO (Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation) Company was
formed by Glasgow Mid Argyll Shinty Club, Glasgow Gaels GAA and BSC Glasgow, to
take forward the concept of a Centre for Traditional Field Sports in Glasgow.

The creation of such a hub for traditional field sports aims to recognise the significant

cultural and sporting heritage that these sports provide to communities within Glasgow.

Whilst securing the long-term sustainable future of Peterson Park remains subject to
continued dialogue and negotiation, we are very grateful for the support given by the wider
shinty community to this initiative.

Our business plan and formal application has now been accepted by Glasgow City Council
under their People Makes Glasgow Communities Initiative and we are in the process of
negotiating the terms of a long-term lease arrangement which will allow us to retain and
maintain the facility and seek grant funding to improve the facilities at Peterson Park.

We trust that the shinty pitch and facilities at Peterson Park provide a worthy and fitting
venue for such a prestigious occasion and that everyone attending today enjoys their cup
final experience.

Slainte,

Dougie Luke
Chair, Peterson Park Playing Fields SCIO

PEOPLE
MAKE

GLASGOW
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A message from our sponsor

The Glasgow Celtic Society Challenge Cup Final has come around again, with two very
familiar teams competing to add their name to 2025’s spot on the coveted trophy.

A direct rematch from last year, who will come out victorious? We encourage all
supporters — pitch side and at home — to be in full voice and cheer them on.

As always, the best of luck to both teams in this year’s Final.

Our thanks also go to those behind-the-scenes and supporting from the sidelines — this
Final would not be possible without your hard work, support and dedication.

Enjoy.
Jess Taylor-McKaig

Heart of the Community Coordinator, Scottish Sea Farms

Scottish
" SeaFarms
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Rathbones is delighted to be a
supporterof the Camanachd
Association and wisheseveryorie
an enjoyable day

Rathbones Investment Management is one
of the UK's largest and longest established
providers of high-quality discretionary
investment management services to
individuals, families and their advisers.

For further information, please contact

Calum MacLeanon 0141 248 4311
or email calum.maclean@rathbones.com

o ~Ts @ rathbones.com
2 a5 ' @rathbonesGroup
; ﬂ'ﬂ Rathbones Group Plc
/ . » @Rathbonesplc

The value of investments and income arising from them may-fall as well as rise and you
“might get béck less than you originally invested.

Rathbones Investment Management Limited is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority
andregulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority.



120th Final, not the 147th Final?

It is customary for us to look back at the outcome of the Glasgow Celtic
Society from 50 years ago within our match programme, however in 1975
along with the Torlundy Cup that year the competition was held in abeyance.

You might ask, why is this the 120th Final of a competition which was
first played in 18792

Should it not be the 147th cup final? What got in the way?

World War 12

The Glasgow Celtic Society Cup Final was played in 1914, with Furnace
eventually defeating Glasgow Skye 3 — 2 in a replay following a 4 — 4 draw
in the Final but was then suspended during the war years.

The competition was next played in 1920 with Kyles Athletic defeating
Glasgow Skye 5 — 1.

World War 2?

The final was played in 1939, with Kyles Athletic defeating Glasgow Mid
Argyll 1 — 0 in a replay following a 2 — 2 draw in the final, the competition

was then suspended during the war years.

The competition was next played in 1947 with Oban Camanachd

defeating Glasgow Inverness-shire 8 — 1.

Covid 192
In the modern era it wasn't a World War that impacted the annual Shinty

calendar but a Global Pandemic!!

Thankfully the effect of Covid 19 lasted only one year, with the 2020 final
along with all other major sporting events being cancelled.

In the early years as in 1975 there were years missed for various reasons;
however and most significantly the cup final was not played for a period of
12 years!

OFFICIAL MATCHDAY PROGRAMME




An unresolved dispute about whether or not the ball had gone over the
bye line before Furnace scored a goal against Inveraray in a first round tie in
1888, which eventually resulted in court action leading to the competition
being suspended for a total of 12 years. This in 1899 lead to the Directors
of the Glasgow Celtic Society taking direct control of the competition, a

situation which exists to this day.

Shinty is most definitely a unique sport!!

50 Years ago, the 1975 Final that never was....

In 1974 the cup final was moved from its original date to avoid a clash
with the live televising of the Scotland Football Team’s World Cup match
with Yugoslavia, and due to the non-availability of any suitable pitches to

play the final in Glasgow on the new date the cup final was moved to Strachur.

In the next year, 1975, the same two teams qualified again, and both
teams requested that the final to be played in Argyll once more, or if it was
to be played in Glasgow that all the travel and meals expenses of the teams

be borne by the Society.

The result of which was a problem for the Directors of the Society, who
had acted against their own constitution the previous year by holding the
final outwith the city. The Directors wrote to the clubs reaffirming Glasgow
as the venue and that the Society could not undertake to meet the expenses
of the participants. To allow the preparations for the final to proceed, written
confirmation that they were “agreeable to playing in Glasgow on the above

conditions” was requested by 14th May.

Neither club replied by the stipulated date — and indeed neither had the
courtesy to reply at all — and the cup was withdrawn for that year.

When the invitations were sent to the clubs for the 1975 — 1976
competition, the rules, as laid down in the constitution of the society were

reiterated, needless to say the competition proceeded smoothly.
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A word from our finalists — Oban Camanachd

It’s my first season in the role, and alongside my management team, lain MacMillan and
Aidan Macintyre, I'm excited and looking forward to the occasion. Having played for the
club for 22 years, | know just how much days like this mean—not only to the players but to
everyone involved with Oban Camanachd.

This club has a proud history in the game, and it’s a privilege to now play my part from the
sidelines. Reaching this stage has been a true team effort. The players have shown great
commitment so far, and I’'m fortunate to work alongside a strong coaching team and a
hardworking committee who keep things running behind the scenes.

We know today’s match against Kyles Athletic will be a tough test. They’re a strong side with
great experience, and matches between our clubs are always closely fought and played in
the right spirit. I'm sure both teams will give everything on the day, making for a fantastic
final.

I'd also like to thank our supporters for the incredible backing you’ve given the team this
season. Whether at Mossfield or away from home, your support means so much to the
players and gives us a big lift.

We go into today’s game with pride, determination, and enormous respect for the occasion.
Hopefully, it’s a final we can all enjoy—one we’ll remember for all the right reasons.

Daniel Cameron; Manager — Oban Camanachd

As a club we are delighted to have reached another Celtic Society Cup Final. | am delighted to
be able to lead the team for the first time in a final and hoping for a third successive triumph.

We have put in a lot of hard work and preparation this season to get to this position.

We have played Kyles Athletic once this season, winning 5-4 with a late goal. We know that
all our efforts this season will need to come to fruition if we are to bring the trophy home.

On behalf of the club, I'd like to thank the Glasgow Celtic Society for organising another
well put together event. The Celtic cup always draws in a great crowd across the south, so
it’s great to see the efforts of the society and the sponsors coming together to ensure the
continued success of this event.

A final thanks from myself goes to everyone at Oban Camanachd, the committee members
for their hard work behind the scenes, and of course thanks to our family, friends and
supporters for their continual support.

We look forward to a special final,

Daniel MacVicar; Captain Oban Camanachd
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1/600 males have

Klinefelter’s Syndrome (KS/XXY)
Have you always felt different?

Why have | got

Why don’t testicles like

| shave?
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plums?

Klinefelter’s Syndrome isn’t rare...
but it is rarely diagnosed
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A word from our finalists — Kyles Athletic

Our battles with Oban Camanachd are always exciting games, and I’'m sure today
will be no exception. We’ve had a strong season so far, playing some really good
shinty, but we know form goes out the window when it comes to a final. Anything
can happen on the day.

What’s important now is that we stay focused, work hard, and give absolutely
everything we’ve got. We need to show the fight, the desire, and the
commitment to win every ball and leave everything on the pitch. Finals are
decided by fine margins, and we have to make sure we don’t leave any of that to
chance.

“We’re ready and raring to go out there and give it our all.”

Grant Profit; Kyles Athletic Manager

Corners to decide a cup final!!

The closest fought Glasgow Celtic Society Cup Final took place in 1956,
the first at Peterson Park, Yokermill, following a 2-2 draw in the final Kyles
Athletic and Glasgow Mid Argyll were all square at one goal apiece in the
replay.

Before the commencement of extra time it was agreed that corners would
be taken into account should the match remain unresolved after the extra
period. As there were no further goals, Kyles Athletic were declared winners

by 3 corners to 1!

Passive Fire Protection
Fire Stopping
Air Sealing

136 Boden Street, Intumescent Painting

Glasgow, Cavity Barriers

G40 3PX Fire Doors

“FT Tel: 0141 556 7720 : e Boarding Systems
Adaptive Fire Protection Ltd wish the Site Surveys

E www.adaptivefpltd.com  Glasgow Celtic Society and both Teams

. . -
E sales@adaptivefpltd.com every success with this year’s Final
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Cammy Sutherland (25) - Architectural
Engineer - Goalkeeper

A highly committed player who travels from
Ballachulish for training and games. Cammy is
undoubtedly one of the best goalkeepers in the
game and has also taken on the role of Under-14s
manager this season.

Daniel Madej (30) - IT Analyst - Defender
Vice-captain and one of our most consistent
performers over several seasons. A great reader of
the game and a fantastic stick player.

Alexander Macdonald (18) — Farm Hand
(Student) - Defender

After years on the fringes of the first team, Alex
has fully emerged this season, starting every game
thanks to his matured and skilled performances.

Andy Macdonald (28) - Bricklayer - Defender
Last season’s Club Player of the Year, earning
selection for Scotland, Andy has carried his top
form into 2025. Very fit and a powerful striker of
the ball.

Louie MacFarlane (20) — Apprentice Plumber -
Defender

Injuries have plagued Louie's season, but with
those now behind him, he is back to being a vital
part of the team. A player with a massive presence
and his tremendous hitting ability on both has are
areal asset to the team.

10

Garry Lord (32) - Linesman - Midfielder

A driving force on and off the park, Garry is a
natural leader who sets the highest standards for
the team. A clean hitter and fantastic striker of the
ball, he's a crucial presence in the midfield.

Lorne Dickie (34) — Electrician - Midfielder

A masterstroke by Daniel to bring Lorne back

this season—widely regarded as one of the best
technical players in the game. A superb mentor for
younger players.

Evan MacLellan (26) — Bricklayer - Midfielder
“Big Ev" has delivered consistently strong
performances in the centre this season. Despite a
fractured cheekbone, his rapid recovery and elite
fitness levels ensured he quickly returned to the
squad.

Daniel MacVicar (26) — Electrician - Forward
Captain this year, leading by example in matches
and training. He had a stellar 2024, sharing the
Club Player of the Year award with Andy and
earning a well-deserved Scotland call-up.

Ross Campbell (21) — Electrician - Forward
“Bobo" has been outstanding this year, benefiting
from a strong pre-season and maintaining top
form ever since. Extremely fit and fast, with
excellent dribbling and shooting ability.
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13

14

15

16

Malcolm Clark (30) — Plumber - Forward
Injuries have made his season stop-start, but now
fully fit, he is a vital asset. He has played at senior
level for nearly 15 years, providing invaluable
experience to the younger players. Scored twice as
captain in last year's final victory.

Ross MacMillan (26) — Groundworker -
Forward

A prolific scorer, Ross has averaged nearly a goal
per game this season. A big-game player who
thrives under pressure—while he didn't score in
last year's final, he played a decisive role in all
three goals.

Callum Macmillan (19) — Apprentice Plumber -
Defender

Callum “Digger” has been on the verge of the
senior team for a while. He stepped up in last
year's final, coming on early and performing well.
As captain, he led Lochside Rovers to league and
cup success last season.

Craig Macmillan (24) Groundworker -
Forward

A hugely popular figure in the squad, “Crago”

is the heartbeat of the changing room, keeping
spirits high. A dedicated trainer who holds himself
to the highest standards, he boasts a superb first
touch and a fierce strike that keeps defenders on
edge.

Gregor Macdonald (21) - Student - Midfielder
Gregor missed the first quarter of the season due
to work and study commitments but effortlessly
rejoined the squad, thanks to his fitness and high
skill level.

Scott Campbell (16) Student - Midfield/
Forward

It's remarkable that Scott is only 16, as his
maturity on the field far exceeds his years. He
thrives on the physical side of the game and is a
powerful hitter on both hands. Versatile in his play,
he has stepped into the centre line at times this
season.

17 Joe MacVicar - (18) Cemetery Worker

-Midfielder/Forward

Another hugely popular squad member, Joe's
enthusiasm for shinty is boundless—he's happy
as long as he's playing. With his fantastic attitude
and natural talent, there’s no doubt he will
develop into a top shinty player, following in the
footsteps of many Oban MacVicar's before him.

Daniel Maccuish (25) — Plumber - Defender/
Midfielder

A strong tackler and exceptional stick player.
Daniel started the season well at half-back before
injuries disrupted his momentum. It's a huge boost
for the team to have him back in action.

Scott Macmillan - (36) Groundworker -
Midfielder/Forward

“Melon” Scott brings 18 years of senior team
experience to the field. Over the years, he's
gradually moved further up the park, where he
continues to pose a serious goal-scoring threat.

Management Team

Daniel Cameron (37) - Manager

Has been a cornerstone of Oban Camanachd
accumulating over two decades of experience
in shinty. A respected veteran of the sport, he
recently transitioned from player to manager,
taking the helm this season. Known for his deep
commitment to the club, Cameron has always
aimed for success at the highest level, and his
leadership will be crucial.

lain ‘Scally’ MacMillan (44) - Assistant
Manager

Has been an integral part of Oban Camanachd,
serving as the key player and now assistant
manager to Daniel Cameron. lain has played a
crucial role in developing talent and maintaining
the team’s competitive edge. His experience and
organisation continue to be invaluable.

Aidan Macintyre (40) - Coach

A stalwart of Oban Camanachd, bringing years of
experience and leadership to the squad. Returned
back to official role at the club this year by Daniel
to help as part of his management team. Will help
keep the squad grounded and calm on the big
occasions.
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KYLES ATHLETIC

lain ‘Shuggie’ MacFarlane — 28 — Goalkeeper -
Electrician

A defender who transitioned to goalkeeper seven
years ago due to injury, lain has had a superb start
to life in the Premiership as Kyles' No.1. He joined
Kyles this season from Oban Celtic and is making
his first senior final appearance.

Murdo Macrae — 22 — Defender — Farmer
This season's captain, Murdo is a formidable
defender, renowned for his long reach and
powerful hitting. He continues to grow in
confidence each year. Cousin of Ross Macrae, he
makes the journey from the Edinburgh area for
games.

Cameron Jack — 27 — Defender — Naval
Architect

Cammy continues to develop his skills in defense
and has also played a significant part of the
season in midfield, showcasing his big hitting and
excellent blocking. He will be hoping to add a
second Celtic Cup winner's medal to his honours.

Somhairlie Thomson — 22 — Defender - Tree
Surgeon

Sombhairlie is a terrier in defense, known for his
speed and agility. Having made the move from
Newtonmore, he has settled exceptionally well
into life at Kyles. He is also fluent in Gaelic!

5

8

Innes Macdonald — 30 — Midfielder — Joiner
'Big Red' recently missed a few weeks due to
injury but has been a stalwart in the midfield this
season. Strong and with a long reach, he perfectly
complements the centre line. He is the younger
brother of Roddy.

Roddy Macdonald — 37 - Defender —
Workshop Supervisor (Fire & Rescue Service)
Skilful and passionate, Roddy has been a rock in
defense this year, providing an experienced head
and a calming influence on the team. He has won
all major trophies and is a former Internationalist.

Will Cowie — 28 - Forward — CA Development
Officer

Since joining Kyles after his move from Skye,

Will has proven to be a tremendous asset to the
Kyles forward line with his clever passing play.
Recovering from an early-season injury, Will is
eager to win his first Celtic Cup medal. An U21
Internationalist, he also boasts two Balliemore
and three National Division winner's medals.

James Pringle — 27 — Forward — Civil Engineer
Also hailing from the Isle of Skye, but now based
in Edinburgh, James is enhancing the forward line
with his well-positioned play, incisive passing, and
excellent finishing ability. He is the side's top goal
scorer across all competitions this year.
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season in a number of games. He was part of the
junior team's Bullough Cup-winning side a couple
of years ago and will be hoping to add a Celtic
Cup winner's medal to that achievement.

12 Luke Thornton — 25 — Forward — Mechanic

Luke was part of the Junior side who won the
Bullough Cup a couple of years ago. Possessing a
powerful swing and significant strength, he will
be hoping to hit the target for Kyles in this Celtic
Cup Final.

9 Scott Macdonald - 26 - Forward — Plasterer 13 Ross Donald - 20 — Midfielder - Student
Scott will work tirelessly in the forward line, In his first full season at senior level, Ross has
possessing an excellent engine and an impressive played a key part in the midfield this season. After
ability to drive at defenses. His skillful stick work winning two Bullough Cups with the Juniors, he
and unwavering determination make Scott a is now looking to make a significant mark in the
handful for any defender. He is a cousin of Roddy first team.
and Innes.

14 Max Carr - 27 -Defender - Product

10 Ross Macrae — 27 — Forward — Farmer Consultant
Ross will be hoping to add to his honours with a A previous Sutherland Cup and Bullough Cup
fourth Celtic Cup triumph. He is the team's centre, winner, Max is looking to add the Celtic Cup to his
displaying excel lent stick work and consistently collection after moving up from the Juniors this
giving his all for the team. He is returning from season.
an injury sustained in the 5-0 quarter-final win 15 Liam Arnott - 25 - Midfielder — Bartender
against Col Glen. .

Having come down from Lochcarron, he made an

11 Roan McVicar — 17 — Forward - Student impact in the Juniors, winning the Bullough Cup in
Our youngest player, Roan gives his all on the 2021. This is his first season back after being away
pitch with his speed and agility and is visibly in the States, and he is looking to win his first
growing in confidence within the first team this piece of silverware with the Kyles senior team.
year. Roan has provided some crucial goals this 16 Jamie Forgrieve - 23 - Defender — Hotel

Manager

Having made the move from Oban Celtic, he's
now featuring in his first final. Jamie is a driven
and energetic defender always gives his all. He is
relentless in his pursuit and pushing himself to be
everywhere on the pitch.
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Who are the Glasgow Celtic Society......

The Glasgow Celtic Society was constituted on 5th February 1857 with a membership of
527. The objects were the preservation of the language, literature, music, poetry, antiquities,
and athletic games of the Highlanders of Scotland, the encouragement of the more general
use of the Highland garb and the establishment of a fund for affording temporary relief to
deserving and destitute Highlanders in Glasgow. Later a third object was added, to found
bursaries or make annual or other grants of money in aid of diligent or distinguished students,
natives or sons of natives of the Highlands of Scotland.

g
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At their first AGM plans were made to hold a Gathering later in the year. This was to
be on the 6th and 7th of August in the College Park. Details of the competitions and rules
appeared in the Glasgow Herald on 7th July. The advertisement was headed by a list of the
patrons, beginning with the Dukes of Atholl, Argyll and Montrose followed by the Earls of
Elgin, Perth and Seafield, then various other noblemen, Clan Chiefs and landed gentlemen.

The modern history of the Society is centred upon the game of shinty and its preservation
within the Glasgow and the South.

The Society supports youth shinty and its connections with the Gaelic Language as well
as Gaelic culture through the National Mod and during the dark days of Covid in 2020
supported a special Shinty Composition Competition in partnership with the Royal Celtic
Society and the Camanachd Association.
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Jack Asher Memorial Whistle

Since 2016, this whistle has been presented to the referee of the Glasgow
Celtic Society’s Cup final in memory of Jack Asher, who was associated with
the Society for over 50 years - as a Director, as President from 1981 - 2000
and as Chieftain from 2000 until his death in 2015, aged 88 years.

Brought up in Nethy Bridge, Jack played shinty from an early age and,
despite the loss of an eye as a youngster, played the game to a very high
standard, being awarded a ‘Blue’ by Glasgow University where he was
a member of the team which won the Southern League in 1960. He also
gained a ‘Blue’ for Judo and was in the University team which won the British
University Championship around that time. In 1964, he helped to found
Kelvin Shinty Club - a club for former students of all Scottish Universities.
A serious illness, resulting in the loss of a lung, curtailed his involvement as a

player, but he did turn out for Kelvin on a number of occasions until 1970.

Long before his playing days were over, Jack was called upon to referee
and officiated at his first Glasgow Celtic Society Cup final in 1962. He was
‘the man in the middle’at two other finals, including the Centenary final of
1979. He was also in charge of three Camanachd Cup finals.

He was a prominent member of the Referees’ Association and a supporter
of Schools’ and Women’s shinty. In 1999, he was honoured by the Camanachd
Association with the Marine Harvest Award for services to shinty - the first
recipient of this award. Another accolade came in 2008 when Glasgow

University honoured him with a testimonial match and a presentation caman.

The Directors of the Society considered that the presentation of a ‘Jack
Asher Memorial Whistle” to the referee of their Cup final would be a fitting

reminder of his contribution to the Society and to shinty.

The recipients of the Jack Asher Memorial Whistle are:

2016 Deek Cameron 2021 Ian Kennedy
2017 Lachie Wood 2022 Alec MacCuish
2018 Ross Brown 2023 Graham Fisher
2019 John Angus Gillies 2024 Willie MacDonald
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Donnie MacNiven Memorial Medal

Like all minority sports in Scotland, Shinty requires the input of
enthusiastic volunteers and none has made a greater contribution to the sport

than Donnie MacNiven.

Donnie arrived in Glasgow from Kames in the early 50’s having been
steeped in shinty during his childhood in Tighnabruich and made his playing
debut for his beloved Glasgow Mid Argyll in 1955 and he later became team
manager in 1972, leading them to victory in the 1973 Camanachd Cup Final.

His managerial careers saw him coach the Scotland International team

versus Ireland for four years in the 1970’s.

Donnie served on the Camanachd Association Executive and was a
Director of the Glasgow Celtic Society. His efforts for the sport of shinty were
recognised in 2009 when he received the Camanachd Association’s Millenium
Award for outstanding contribution to the sport and in the same year he
received the Sports Council of Glasgow’s 30 Year Voluntary Contribution to
Sport Award. In 2008 he received the Marine Harvest Special Service Award.

For someone who participated and held virtually every position within the
sport he is an example and inspiration to us all in his promotion of fairness,

discipline, and honesty.

The medal is awarded in his honour to the man of the match in the Glasgow
Celtic Society Challenge Cup Final, its previous recipients are:

2016 Scott MacLachlan — Inveraray

2017 Dunkie Kerr — Kyles Athletic

2018 Daniel Sloss - Oban Camanachd
2019 Scott MacMillan- Oban Camanachd
2021 Blair MacFarlane — Oban Camanachd
2022 Ryan Harrison — Glasgow Mid Argyll
2023 Scott McKillop — Oban Camanachd
2024 Andrew King — Kyles Athletic
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The greatest shinty player, The bravest soldier...

In our opinion all shinty players are brave heroes!! However, it is important
to reflect on some of the names from the past, and whilst not a shinty player

who ever competed in our competition here’s one of significant note.

Dr Johnnie Cattanach (1885-1915) — thought by many to be the greatest
shinty player of all time.

The youngest of four children, he was educated at Newtonmore and

Kingussie Public Schools, George Watson’s College, and Edinburgh University.

Dr Cattanach a qualified medic, graduated from the University of
Edinburgh in 1912 and serving in the Royal Army Medical Corps,
Warwickshire Regiment. After becoming a Lieutenant in 1914, he died the
following year, succumbing to wounds sustained in the Dardannelles during
World War 1.

He showed exceptional sporting promise from a young age and soon
became renowned for his natural ability, superb physique and a scientific
approach to shinty.
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He trained for hour after hour, darting round larch trees and catching the ball
before it touched the ground. On his way to play on the local field, he was said
to run nearly a mile without letting the ball touch the ground.

This peerless skill won him fame throughout the Highlands and he became a
tower of strength to the Newtonmore team, which he captained in a victorious
season during a vintage period in the club’s history. His most spectacular
individual performance came in the 1909 Camanachd Cup Final in Glasgow,
where he scored eight goals in an 11-3 victory over Furnace — a record that still
stands to this day.

He was also capped for Scotland at hockey and athletics, where he excelled in
sprinting and the long jump.

Dr Cattanach was the only shinty player inducted into Scotland’s Sporting
Hall of Fame until the induction of Ronald (Ronaldo of the Glens) Ross in 2023.
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The Scottish Sea Farms MacQuisten Cup Final 2025

Prior to today’s Scottish Sea Farms Glasgow Celtic Society Challenge Cup
Final, we also hosting MacQuisten Cup Final, the prime cup competition for
Under 17’s in the South.

This year’s final again sees holders Glasgow Mid Argyll take on Oban
Camanachd.

The winners of this trophy each year can call themselves the south of
Scotland under-17 shinty champions.

The MacQuisten Cup has been contested in the sport since 1927 and for
a number of years it has been played for at under-17 level. The trophy was
presented to the sport, by Fred MacQuisten, who was MP for Argyllshire, as
it was, in the years up to the Second World War.

Frederick Alexander McQuisten MP, the son of Reverend Dr Alexander
MacQuisten, minister of Inverkip Parish Church, and became an advocate
and barrister-at-law.

MacQulsten Cup - Glasgow Mid Argyll Under-17 Squad

1. Alasdair MacDougall - 13, Goalkeeper 11. Seamus Reid - 14, Forward

2. Zac Menzies - 16, Defender 12. Ruairidh MacSween - 16, Forward (Captain)
3. Oliver Rigg - 16, Defender 13. Finn Ingram - 13, Forward

4. lsaac Payne - 14, Defender 14. Jack Carnegie - 15, Defender

5. Donald Fletcher - 16, Defender 15. Alexia Rigg - 14, Forward

6. Danny Barbieri - 15, Wing-centre 16. Eimear McCarthy - 17, Defender

7. lain Mitchell - 17, Centre 17. Seamus Fletcher - 13, Defender/Goalkeeper
8. Archie Anderson - 16, Wing-centre 18. Violet Mair - 16, Forward

9. Scott Craig - 17, Forward 19. Rose Watson-Mazua - 15, Forward

10. Calum Robb - 14, Forward 20. Finlay Morrison - 16, Wing-centre/forward
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He was Scottish Conservative and Unionist MP for Springburn in Glasgow
between 1918 and 1922, then Argyllshire from 1924 until his death aged 69
on February 29, 1940, at his home at Walton-on-Thames, Surrey.

Mr MacQuisten is said to have been well-known in the House of Commons
for his wit. Aside from some more controversial initiatives he introduced a
Private Member’s Bill in his own words, to ‘restore the individual freedom of
the working man’. The Bill was eventually introduced following the general
strike in 1926.

He also sang the praises of herring, porridge and Scotch whisky.

Perhaps his support of shinty had something to do with this view of
Scotland — or perhaps it was because his predecessor in the Argyllshire
constituency, Liberal MP Sir William Sutherland, had himself presented the
sport with a now-famous trophy years earlier.

The MacQuisten Cup remains the principal competition for Under 17’s
in the south of Scotland and we look forward to a closely contested match
between both teams today.

MacQuisten Cup - Oban Camanachd Under 17 Squad

1. Alexander Malloch 9. Ruaridh Macdonald

2. Aidan Lawrie 10. Finn Mackechnie

3. lain Duffy 11. Daniel Duffy

4. Levi Armour 12. Innes Mackay

5. Fraser Macmillan 13. Findlay Campbell

6. Scott Campbell (Captain) 14. Sean Thomson

7. Finlay Milton 15. Finlay MacGillivray

8. Duncan Hunt 16. Domhnall Ruaridh MacCormick

120 Scottish-Sea-Farms-Glasgow-Celtic-Society-Challenge-Cup-Final




Shinty War hero ‘Ginger’ -
the Gaelic Great Escape

As the nation looks back on the 80th anniversary of VE day, here’s one
of many stories involving the bravery of shinty players and the sport’s
unbreakable bonds with the Gaelic language.

North Ballachulish man, James ‘Ginger’ Wilson, 81, hit the headlines in
August 1940, after he and two other members of the 8th (The Argyllshire)
Battalion Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders who were decorated with the
Distinguished Conduct Medal, after the war, escaped from the clutches of
the Germans.

‘Ginger’, as he was fondly known because of his flaming red hair, and his
friends, Alistair MacDonald, and Willie Kemp, of Glencoe, were captured
by the enemy on June 7, 1940. The quick-thinking threesome made good
their escape by speaking in their mother tongue — a language which fooled
the Germans into thinking they were Russians. ‘If it wasn’t for Gaelic, 1
wouldn’t be alive today,” pointed out the ex-Nether Lochaber and Fort
William shinty player.

Two companies of the 8th Argylls, along with a platoon of the Norfolks,
were surrounded by the Germans in France on June 3. They held out for
four days but were taken prisoner on June 7.

Recounting his story, Ginger said “The Argylls were marched in a
procession, consisting of about 5,000 prisoners, towards Lille. Horrified to
think of the fate that lay in store, ‘Ginger’, Alistair and Willie concocted a
plan to escape’.

“When we were taken prisoner, we knew that we would have to escape in
order to survive. So, one day we managed to walk away from the procession
very quietly, and we hid behind a tree. There were thousands of people
being marched, and the line stretched for four or five miles. We didn’t dare
move until everyone was out of sight.’

Clad in stolen civilian clothing, the trio made off cross country, heading

for Spain.
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“We slept under the stars and we ate anything, like turnips, raw potatoes,
and berries, to survive. One day I shot a cow, which he had great delight in
eating. We also stole chickens from farms’.

“The days were long, but we managed to keep our spirits high by singing
Gaelic songs’.

Eventually, they reached Spain, and the lads tracked down a British
Consul, who arranged transport to take them back in Scotland. They
landed on British soil on July 30.

‘It is a day I’ll never forget, when I actually came home to Ballachulish.
There was a time when I thought I would never see my village again,’
added ‘Ginger’, who was discharged from the army on his return home.
‘It’s all history now, but I think it’s very important for people to realise
that it was the Gaelic that helped us survive. In order for the language to

survive, children should be taught their mother tongue at an early age.’
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Glasgow Celtic Society Challenge Cup Final Results

1879
1880
1881
1882
1885
1886
1887
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956

1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964

Glasgow Cowal 6 Glasgow Inveraray 0
Vale of Leven 4 Glencoe 2 after 2-2aet
Glencoe 6 Renton 3

Glencoe 3 Renton 0

Vale of Laroch 2 Greenock 0

Dunnollie 2 Bonawe 1

Inveraray 5 Glasgow Cowal 2

Oban 4 Glasgow Cowal 1

Oban 2 Kyles Athletic 1

Kyles Athletic 3 Glasgow Caledonian 0
Glasgow Caledonian 1 Kyles Athletic 0
Kyles Athletic 2 Oban 1

Oban 6 Kyles Athletic 0

Glasgow Cowal 3 Oban 0

Furnace 5 Kyles Athletic 1

Glasgow Cowal 5 Oban 2

Furnace 4 Glasgow Cowal 2

Glasgow Cawal 1 Strachur 0 - aet after 2-2
Kyles Athletic 4 Strachur 0

Oban 3 Glasgow Skye 2

Furnace 2 Glasgow Skye 1- after 4-4
Glasgow Skye 5 Furnace 2

Furnace 3 Glasgow Skye 2 - after 4-4
Kyles Athletic 5 Glasgow Skye 1

Kyles Athletic 3 Glasgow Kyles 1

Kyles Athletic 2 Glasgow Skye 1- aet - after 1-1
Kyles Athletic 4 Glasgow Skye 1

Inveraray 2 Glasgow Skye 0

Inveraray 3 Glasgow Skye 0

Inveraray 3 Glasgow Skye 0

Kyles Athletic 8 Glasgow Mid Argyll 0
Kyles Athletic 2 Glasgow Skye 0

Kyles Athletic 5 Glasgow Skye 1

Glasgow Mid Argyll 4 Oban 3

Glasgow Inverness-shire 2 Kyles Athletic 1
Glasgow Skye 1 Kyles Athletic 0 - after 1-1
Kyles Athletic 4 Glasgow Mid Argyll 0
Inveraray 8 Edinburgh Camanachd 3
Inveraray 1 Glasgow Mid Argyll 0
Glasgow Mid Argyll 4 Oban Camhd 0 - after 1- 1
Oban Camanachd wo GMA withdrew
Oban Camanachd 5 Glasgow Skye 0
Kyles Athletic 1 Glasgow Mid Argyll 0 after 2-2
Oban Camanachd 8 Glasgow Inverness-shire 1
Oban Celtic 10 Glasgow Skye 0
Lochfyneside 6 Edinburgh Camanachd 1
Lovat 3 Lochfyneside 1

Lovat 5 Glasgow Mid Argil 1

Ballachulish 5 Glasgow University 1
Lochfyneside 2 Glasgow Skye 1 - aet

Kyles Athletic 5 Glasgow Mid Argyll 1
Oban Lorn 2 Glasgow Mid Argyll 0

Kyles Athletic 1 GMA 1 Kyles 3 -1 on
corners aet after 2-2 aet

Glasgow Mid Argyll 3 Strachur 2

Furnace 3 Glasgow Mid Argyll 1

Glasgow Mid Argyll 3 Furnace 1 - after 4-4 draw
Kyles Athletic 6 Glasgow Mid Argyll 5
Glasgow Mid Argyll 6 Oban Lorn 2

Oban Celtic 8 Glasgow University 4

Kyles Athletic 7 Bute 0

Glasgow Mid Argvll 4 Kyles Athletic 3

1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980

1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013

2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021

2022
2023
2024

Kyles Athletic 5 Glasgow Mid Argyll 0
Kyles Athletic 6 Bute 1

Kyles Athletic 3 Glasgow Mid Argyll 2
Inveraray 3 Glasgow Mid Argyll 2
Glasgow Mid Argyll 3 Kyles Athletic 1
Kyles Athletic 3 Strachur 1

Glasgow Mid Argyll 8 Inveraray 4 - aet
Glasgow Mid Argyll 3 Kyles Athletic 1
Oban Camanachd 4 Glasgow Mid Argyll 3
Inveraray 4 Kyles Athletic 3

Kyles Athletic 5 Bute 0

Kyles Athletic 8 Oban Camanachd 3
Glasgow Mid Argyll 3 Oban Camanachd 2
Kyles Athletic 3 Oban Camanachd 2
Glasgow Mid Argyll 4 Strachur 4

aet GMA 3-2 on penalties

Kyles Athletic 2 Strachur 1

Strachur 2 Kyles Athletic 1

Kyles Athletic 3 Strachur 2

Kyles Athletic 4 Strachur 1

Strachur 2 Glasgow Mid Argyll 1

Kyles Athletic 4 Oban Camanachd 0
Oban Camanachd 3 Glasgow Mid Argyll 1
Oban Camanachd 7 Strachur 1

Oban Camanachd 3 Kyles Athletic 2
Oban Camanachd 3 Kyles Athletic 1
Oban Camanachd 4 Glenorchy 0
Oban Camanachd 9 Glenorchy 2
Oban Camanachd 5 Oban Celtic 1
Oban Camanachd 4 Ballachulish 0
Inveraray 2 Oban Camanachd 1
Inveraray 4 Oban Camanachd 1

Oban Camanachd 3 Kyles Athletic 2 - aet
Glenorchy 2 Inveraray 1

Inveraray 3 Oban Camanachd 2

Kyles Athletic 3 Inveraray 1 - aet
Inveraray 4 Glenorchy 1

Inveraray 3 Kyles Athletic 0

Inveraray 2 Kyles Athletic 0

Inveraray 5 Kyles Athletic 1

Oban Camanachd 7 Bute 4

Inveraray 7 Bute 2

Inveraray 4 Bute 3

Inveraray 4 Glenorchy 1

Inveraray 3 Oban Camanachd 2
Inveraray 3 Kyles Athletic 2

Kyles Athletic 2 Oban Camanachd 1
Inveraray 14 Taynuilt 0

Kyles Athletic 0 Inveraray-any 0 - aet
Kyles Athletic won 3-2 on penalties
Kyles Athletic 6 Inveraray 2

Kyles Athletic 4 Oban Camanachd 2
Kyles Athletic 3 Inveraray 1

Kyles Athletic 3 Oban Camanachd1 2
Oban Camanach 2 Kyles Athletic 0
Oban Camanach 2 Kyles Athletic 1
No competition due to Covid

Kyles Athletic 1 Oban Camanachd 1
Kyles Athletic won 4-3 on penalties
Glasgow Mid Argyll 1 Kyles Achletic 0
Oban Camanach 2 Glasgow Mid Argyll 0
Oban Camanachd 3 v 1 Kyles Athletic 1
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FARMING LOCAL

Glasgow Celtic Society Cup photos courtesy of John Fullerton Photography.

Proud to support local.

For details of the latest vacancies or apprenticeship opportunities, or
to find out more about how our Heart of the Community Fund could
help support your local event or project, visit scottishseafarms.com
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Proud to support shinty’s oldest tournament



