ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING 2022
AGM 25th November 2022

Proposed Changes to
Byelaw 1 (Rules of Play)

PROPOSED NEW BYELAW

There will be three helmet related votes at the AGM, all with
the aim of making shinty a safer sport to participate in.

Proposals relate to byelaw 1 and are therefore treated as special
resolutions and need to be passed by not less than three quarters
of the members present (in person or by proxy) and entitled to vote.

“

“

In a Highland study, Sport was the cause of 42% of the
eye injuries requiring hospital care. The most common
cause of those injuries was shinty. It is really easy to get
caught up in the emotion of the decision, sport is by its
nature emotive. However, we must make our decisions
based on evidence and the evidence available suggests
that faceguards and helmets would make the sport safer
and prevent the kind of life changing injuries that we
have seen as recently as this year.
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The first vote will be with regards to helmets.
The proposal is that all U21 players must
wear a compliant helmet and faceguard in
training and games. This raises the age from
U17 level to U21 – all current U21s have grown
up wearing a helmet under the U17 rule.
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• These rules are being proposed to make shinty
a safer sport to participate in. Furthermore, with
consideration for the life changing injuries that
can, and do, occur when a helmet is not worn.
• If both changes are approved shinty would fall
in line with other stick sports who have made
helmets mandatory* such as: Ice Hockey (1979),
Baseball (1971), Cricket (2016) Hurling (2010).
The introduction of compulsory helmets in
Hurling saw head injuries drop from 28% to 7%.

*Ice Hockey & Hurling across the board. Cricket (England) & Baseball for batters.

Caman easily passes through modified
non-compliant faceguard

The second vote will be with regards to
helmets. The proposal is that all players
must wear a compliant helmet in training
and games. This relates to the helmet
in its raw form (i.e. nothing to do with a
faceguard, just the part around the head).

“
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Compliant helmet and faceguard

The third vote will be with regards
to faceguards. The proposal is that
all players must wear a compliant
faceguard in training and games.
A compliant faceguard is shown
in the photo above.

“

Dr Jonathan Hanson, Consultant Physician in Sport and Exercise Medicine

Wearing a helmet is the only way to ensure that you can enjoy
shinty safely. When I was younger I never wore a helmet as it simply
wasn’t a thing and I didn’t appreciate the importance of doing so.
I just wanted to play. There will be hundreds of players out there in
the exact same position now – it is our duty as clubs and associations
to be the guardians of our players wellbeing, to make decisions
which enhance their safety, and there is no question that making
helmet wearing compulsory is the only way to achieve that.

Ronald Ross, National Development Manager

For comprehensive details on the by law proposals please refer to Appendix 1

Proposed Changes to
Articles of Association
5.1

PROPOSED CHANGE

Proposals relate to article 5.1 and are therefore treated as special
resolutions and need to be passed by not less than three quarters
of the members present (in person or by proxy) and entitled to vote.

Current Byelaw:

New Byelaw:

5.1

5.1

The Company shall hold a General
Meeting in every calendar year
as its Annual General Meeting in
Fort William on the last Friday in
November or otherwise as may
have been decided at the previous
Annual General Meeting.

The Company shall hold a General
Meeting in every calendar year
as its Annual General Meeting in
Fort William in November on a
date determined by the Board of
Directors or otherwise as may have
been decided at the previous Annual
General Meeting.

Each Member shall have voting
rights as set out in Article 2.6

Each Member shall have voting
rights as set out in Article 2.6

Proposals relate to article 5.1 and are therefore treated as special
resolutions and need to be passed by not less than three quarters of
the members present (in person or by proxy) and entitled to vote.

ANNUAL FEES

Annual Subscriptions, Registration Fees and Levies for 2023

Membership Fees 2023
Article 3 states that membership fees shall be fixed annually at the AGM
and shall continue at the rates previously fixed unless amended at the AGM.
No change is proposed for the Individual Membership Fee for Adult,
Student or Youth Members or the fee for Club and Affiliate Members.
The table on the right details the membership fees associated to provide
the core services of the association for season 2023.

For approval at AGM 2022

2023

2022

2021

Change

Adult Membership

£25

£25

£25

No change

Student Membership (Full time education)

£21

£21

£21

No change

Youth Membership

£8

£8

£8

No change

Club

£50

£50

£50

No change

Affiliate

£40

£40

£40

No change

2023

2022

2021

Change

Competition Entry Fees
Article 3 states that competition entry fees shall be fixed annually at the AGM
and shall continue at the rates previously fixed unless amended at the AGM.
There is no change proposed to the competition entry fee for 2022.

Premiership

£80

£80

£80

No change

The table on the right details the 2021, 2022 & 2023 competition entry fees.

National Division

£80

£80

£80

No change

North & South Division 1 & 2

£65

£65

£65

No change

Camanachd Cup

£65

£65

£65

No change

Other Senior Cups

£50

£50

£50

No change

Youth Leagues

£25

£25

£25

No change

Youth Cups

£20

£20

£20

No change

Club Insurance Fees
No change is proposed for the Insurance Premiums for Personal Accident
or for Professional Indemnity and Public Liability. The table on the right details
the 2021, 2022 & 2023 Insurance fees.

2023

2022

2021

Change

£170

£170

£85

No change

£66

£66

£33

No change

Adult Personal Accident Insurance

£21

£21

£21

No change

Enhanced Adult Personal Accident Insurance*

£29

£29

-

No change

Youth Personal Accident Insurance

£6

£6

£6

No change

Enhanced Youth Personal Accident Insurance*

£10

£10

-

No change

Public Liability for Category A clubs
(£10,000,000)
Public Liability for Category B clubs
& Associations (£10,000,000)

*Members can choose the Enhanced Personal Accident Cover which offers some Enhanced and
Additional Benefits for a slightly increased Premium.

Player Transfer Fee
A transfer fee will apply when applications are made from players wishing to transfer
to another club after having played for their present club in the current season.
No change is proposed for the Player Transfer Fee which will remain the same
as the Individual Membership Fee.

Referee Match Fee
Article 3.3 states that it shall be competent for a General Meeting to impose a levy for items
not normally covered by the annual subscription and registration fee of such sum as may be
agreed at the General Meeting.
• The Camanachd Referees Association propose that Members approve an increase in the
Referee Match Fee from the current £35/game to £40/game from the beginning of the
2023 season.
The Referee Match Fee was last increased at the 2015 AGM.
Recruitment of referees remains a critical issue for the sport and has been for several years.
Although this level of increase is unlikely to significantly boost numbers, it is intended to give
encouragement and support to existing referees and demonstrate that their ongoing efforts
are appreciated by the Members.

Director
Nominations

NOMINEE DETAILS

Nominations need to be passed by not less than half of the
members present (in person or by proxy) and entitled to vote.

Nominee Name
Burton Morrison
Glasgow Mid
Argyll

Club Endorsing Application
Glasgow Mid Argyll – Douglas Luke

Nominee Profile

I have put myself forward for a second term as a Director
of the Camanachd Association as I believe I can continue
to make a positive and constructive contribution to the
governance of the game of shinty. Having been involved
in the game all my life, I can see how shinty has progressed,
developed and kept apace with other sports in Scotland.
I see huge advances in youth development, in the general
image of shinty through modern media, in playing facilities,
in the administration of the game, in fitness levels and
health awareness over the past thirty years or so.
One of the main challenges facing shinty over the
foreseeable future is to continue this pace of development

Roderick William
McCuish

Macaulay Association – David B Hamilton
Oban Camanachd – Pat Steeman

I believe I am a suitable candidate to be continue in the
role of Director of the Camanachd Association.
I have held several positions since being elected to Argyll
and Bute Council in 2007. I am former Deputy Provost for
A&B and I have also recently retired from my role as
secretary to the board of Directors to the 6th biggest
housing association in Scotland (Acha).
This confirms my qualifications to serve as a board member
having a strategic approach and an understanding of the
role expected of me.

John MacRitchie
Lovat Shinty Club

Beauly Shinty Club – Aarron Duncan Macleod

As a director in the association I want to grow and improve
the game. More importantly encourage the youths
participating to stick with the game and encourage as
many as possible to take up the sport and progress
through the pathway to senior shinty.
Professionally I have worked with the public for 38 years
as a Business Relationship manager for the Royal Bank of
Scotland which involved dealing with a range of customers
from all aspects of life and learning how to interact with
people professionally.

in modernising the game, through a strategic plan, which
makes it an attractive sport for young people to play, whilst
retaining the history, tradition and culture which make
shinty such a unique sport.
Shinty is fortunate in having a strong administrative team
of talented and enthusiastic people, and if re-elected, I
would see my main objective being to continue to support
and direct our own staff and the many volunteers who are
involved at club level, to ensure that the combined
energies are focussed on sustaining and improving our
game, and in turn, developing people who will carry our
game forward far into the future.
I have proved my commitment to the Association having
worked effectively with the CA over the past three years,
as well as for many years before my direct involvement on
the Board of Directors.
I am delighted to see a positive and proactive approach
taken by the Assoc the last few years,
I am convinced the future is bright and would serve if
elected.
If my application is successful you would be getting a fully
committed director supportive of the organisation and to
progress shinty for all.
From a shinty perspective I have played shinty since I
was able to walk. I played at Tomnacross and then Lovat
for about 30 years first team shinty. I was treasurer when
Lovat had our centenary year and I have been secretary
and more recently President for the past 8 years since
2014. I have also had an active role with the Camanachd
Association Competitions Committee which has provided
some insight into the governance of competitions. Played
a key role in securing new community pavilion for Lovat
Shinty Club which involved fundraising in the region of
£100K and £330K grant funding from sportscotland,
Robertson Trust, Leader and wide range of other sponsors.

Helmet
Changes

APPENDIX A

There will be three helmet related votes at the AGM, all with
the aim of making shinty a safer sport to participate in.

Proposals relate to byelaw 1 and are therefore treated as special
resolutions and need to be passed by not less than three quarters
of the members present (in person or by proxy) and entitled to vote.

Proposal from
The Camanachd
Association
Byelaw 1.4
Players
Equipment
1.4.4

Existing Byelaw
1.4.4
With only the exceptions noted below – Any person
participating in Camanachd Association competitions
must wear a helmet and face-guard which is compliant
with the specifications noted below.

Proposed New Byelaw
PROPOSAL 1 – 1.4.4

Any person under the age of 21 in/or training for Camanachd association
competitions must wear a compliant helmet with specifications noted below

Any breach of the rule will result in an individual not
being allowed to participate by the Official(s) in charge
of the game until a compliant helmet and/ or face-guard
is provided.
• Helmets and face-guards shall be certified as fit for
purpose. The Camanachd Association approved helmet
and face-guard meets the requirements of European
Council Regulation (EU) 2016/425 and Safety standard IS
:355 “Personal Protective Equipment “ Article 10.
• Any helmet and face-guard must meet these standards
which are designed such that they prevent the passage
of a struck shinty ball or swung standard caman
through the guard. (Maximum grid size of 60mm
horizontal x 28mm vertical) 28/02/2022 Page 6 of 62.

PROPOSAL 2 – 1.4.4

Any person participating in/or training for Camanachd Association
competitions must wear a compliant helmet with specifications noted below
Specifications for Helmets

• Helmets and face guards must be free from any sharp
edges and or projections.

• Helmets shall be certified as fit for purpose. The Camanachd Association
approved helmet must meet the requirements of European Council Regulation
(EU) 2016/425 and Safety standard IS :355 “Personal Protective Equipment “
Article 10.

Exceptions to this Rule:

• Helmets must be secured by a chin strap.

• Helmets must be secured by a chin strap.

•

		First Shinty competitions when different camans
and balls are in use.

• Helmets must be free from any sharp edges and or projections.

•

		When an individual opts not to wear an approved
helmet and/or face-guard and has signed a Liability
Waiver prior to the start of the shinty playing season.
(For the avoidance of doubt:- any player who seeks a
waiver will still be permitted to use any protective
head gear to which they are accustomed provided
that it has a chin strap and is free from sharp edges
and /or projections. This will include helmets without
visors and helmets with wide gap face guards.)

• It shall be a specific disciplinary offence for a player to represent directly or
indirectly that they are wearing a compliant helmet and faceguard when they
are not.

•

		Players who have graduated through from the youth
game are expected to continue to wear a Helmet/
Faceguard.

•

		It shall be a specific disciplinary offence for a player
to represent directly or indirectly that they have
signed and registered a Liability Waiver if they have
not in fact done so.

• It is a players and a clubs responsibility to ensure they are wearing compliant kit

Exceptions to this Rule:
First Shinty competitions when first shinty camans and balls are in use are encouraged to
wear helmets where these are accessible however the plastic and rubber material used
are designed for use by beginners and therefore helmets are not mandatory.

Key Changes
1. Heighten the
safety standards
in shinty
2. Develop a
culture and
approach that
demonstrates
no accident
behaviour in
training or
games.
3. These changes
are separating
helmet and
faceguard to
progress on both
fronts and to
avoid one aspect
preventing
another.
4. Our objective
is to progress
our sport to
the mandadory
wearing of
helmets as soon
as possible
however we can
only achieve that
with the vote of
our members.

Proposal from
The Camanachd
Association
Byelaw 1.4
Players
Equipment
1.4.4

Existing Byelaw

Proposed New Byelaw
PROPOSAL 3 – 1.4.4

Any person participating in/or training for Camanachd Association
competitions must wear a face-guard which is compliant with the
specifications noted below.
Part 2 – This section will be removed for season 2024 – Between now and then
an individual may opt not to wear an approved helmet/face-guard however they
must sign a Liability Waiver prior to the start of the shinty playing season and
register this with their club on the CA membership platform.
Specifications for faceguards
• Helmets and face- guards shall be certified as fit for purpose. The Camanachd
Association approved helmet and face- guard meets the requirements of
European Council Regulation (EU) 2016/425 and Safety standard IS :355
“Personal Protective Equipment “ Article 10.
• Any helmet and face-guard must meet these standards which are designed
such that they prevent the passage of a struck shinty ball or swung standard
caman through the guard. (Maximum grid size of 60mm horizontal x 28mm
vertical)
• Face guards must be free from any sharp edges and or projections.
• It shall be a specific disciplinary offence for a player to represent directly or
indirectly that they are wearing a compliant helmet and faceguard when they
are not
• It is a players and a clubs responsibility to ensure they are wearing compliant kit
• Subject to approval from board - Faceguards visors are approved for use
(subject to testing and approval prior to November 2022)
have not in fact done so.
Exceptions to this Rule:
First Shinty competitions when first shinty camans and balls are in use are encouraged to
wear helmets where these are accessible however the plastic and rubber material used
are designed for use by beginners and therefore helmets are not mandatory.

Key Changes

THANK YOU FOR
ATTENDING
AGM 25th November 2022

